
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRESS RELEASE 
 

 

Grow Asia Announces New Collaboration with Philippine Business for Social 
Progress to Drive Agricultural Development and Sustainability in the 

Philippines 
 

• The collaboration establishes an in-country Secretariat to support the multi-
stakeholder Philippines Partnership for Sustainable Agriculture. 
 

• The collaboration will support the design, implementation, and funding of value chain 
initiatives that benefit smallholder farmers. 

 
Singapore, 15 February 2017 – Grow Asia, a multi-stakeholder partnership platform that 
catalyzes action on inclusive agricultural development in South East Asia, today announced the 
launch of a new collaboration with the Philippine Business for Social Progress (PBSP), a 
business-led social development foundation committed to poverty reduction. The 
collaboration establishes an in-country Secretariat to support the Philippines Partnership for 
Sustainable Agriculture (PPSA) to deliver on Grow Asia’s strategy for the country.  
 
The PPSA is one of five Country Partnerships, catalyzed and supported by Grow Asia, 
which are led and guided by local leaders from government, the private sector and civil 
society. The Country Partnerships contribute to Grow Asia’s goal of helping 10 million 
smallholders improve their crop yields, increase their net income and reduce their 
environmental footprint by 20% by 2020. 
 
In line with the guiding principles of Grow Asia, the PPSA Secretariat will support ongoing 
projects and create new multi-stakeholder, local partnerships to develop market-driven, 
measurable, and scalable projects to contribute to agricultural development and food security, 
with an emphasis on supporting smallholder farmers. Through the creation of value chain 
projects, and in alignment with national programs and government priorities, the partnership will 
bring together stakeholders across sectors to address challenges facing agriculture in the 
Philippines, including low productivity, high production costs, climate change, and limited capital 
investment. 
 
The PPSA Secretariat will serve as an in-country coordinating body and provide on-the-
ground support to the PPSA Working Groups in areas of performance measurement, 
resource mobilization, research and technical assistance as well as communications. 
Currently, four Working Groups organized around coffee, corn, coconut, and fisheries are in 
place and developing their value chain projects. Grow Asia will continue to provide overall 
strategic direction and support PPSA locally and regionally.   
 
“It will empower our partners including, agribusinesses, Government and farmers to come 

together to create new partnerships for inclusive and sustainable agriculture value chains, 

discuss enabling policies and above all,  improve the profitability and long term 

environmental sustainability of the Philippines’ smaller scale farmers,”said Grahame Dixie, 

Executive Director of Grow Asia  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“PBSP helps communities become self-reliant through sustainable livelihood programs. With 
the government’s call for inclusive growth and the changing landscape of how companies 
engage in social development, we have intensified awareness on inclusive business and 
collective impact as strategies for a more effective response by the business sector. This 
collaboration with Grow Asia will enable PBSP to scale up its work and develop initiatives 
which address key issues in agriculture by creating country- and multiple stakeholder-led, 
locally-driven value chains focused on increasing business opportunities in under-served 
markets. Most importantly, it will enable the inclusion of marginalized farmers and 
smallholders in these initiatives that would promote a more sustainable source of income 
and eventually contribute to the improvement of their quality of life,” added Reynaldo 
Antonio D. Laguda, Executive Director of PBSP. 
 
The PPSA was formally launched in 2015 by the Philippines’ Department of Agriculture in 
partnership with local and global companies with the goal of empowering smallholder 
farmers to improve crop yields, increase net income, and reduce the environmental footprint, 
each by 20% by 2020. To date, PPSA has brought together more than 80 organizations, 
formed four Working Groups and is developing projects based on detailed analysis of value 
chains aligned with the national government’s Rural Development Project (PRDP). The 
activities of the PPSA Working Groups aim to contribute to those roadmaps and take 
advantage of the proposed investment in value chain partnerships.  
 
The PPSA Secretariat welcomes participation from companies, government agencies, civil 
society organizations, non-government organizations and farmer organizations. 
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About the Philippine Business for Social Progress  
 
Philippine Business for Social Progress is the largest business-led NGO at the forefront of 
strategic corporate citizenship and business sector leadership, contributing to sustainable 
development and poverty reduction. Established in 1970, PBSP remains a consultant and 
partner of choice of companies and donors.  
 
PBSP scales up impact by adopting the Collective Impact strategy to solve large, complex, 
systemic problems.  PBSP organizes Platforms for Collective Engagements (PlaCEs) to 
ensure alignment and sustainability of initiatives by multiple stakeholders. 
 
Responding to the changing landscape of CSR, PBSP’s brand of corporate citizenship taps 
into the core business competencies of companies and promotes inclusive business as a 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

strategy. PBSP also continues to strategically engage companies through social investment, 
responsible business practices, and philanthropy. 
 
PBSP creates sustainable solutions to societal problems in its core program areas which are 
Health, Education, Environment, and Livelihood and Enterprise Development. It also 
provides off-the-shelf options for engagement of companies and their employees.  
 
With a proven track record, PBSP provides end-to-end services in development consulting 
which include project and grants management, events and backroom management. 
 
The Grow Asia Partnership  
Grow Asia is a multi-stakeholder partnership platform that aims to reach 10 million 
smallholder farmers by 2020, helping them access knowledge, technology, finance, and 
markets to increase their productivity, profitability, and environmental sustainability by 20%. 
Grow Asia brings together South East Asia’s smallholders, governments, companies, NGOs, 
and other stakeholders, to develop inclusive and sustainable value chains that benefit 
farmers. It launches and supports locally-driven Country Partnerships, helping them define 
their strategy and focus, bring on board new partners and develop innovative solutions.  
 
Grow Asia enables stakeholders from different disciplines to leverage one another’s 
expertise, share insights and learn from regional experiences. Today Grow Asia collaborates 
with over 260 partners across five Country Partnerships, reaching nearly half a million 
smallholder farmers. 
  
Grow Asia was established by the World Economic Forum, in collaboration with the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Secretariat, to convene, facilitate, and help 
scale action-focused partnerships. Grow Asia builds on the experience and success of the 
Forum’s New Vision for Agriculture (NVA) initiative, which facilitates multi-stakeholder 
partnerships across the world focused on agriculture development to deliver food security, 
environmental sustainability, and economic opportunity. 
 


